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OBJECTIVES

The session aims to present and debate the broad perceptions on the meaning of the right to water. It will also demonstrate the need for and contribution of local actions to the establishment and implementation of the right to water.

More specific objectives are:

· To share a framework for broader understanding of what the right to water entails;

· To identify key factors that support or constrain the acceptance and the implementation of the right to water;

· To strengthen the understanding of the role of individuals, communities, municipalities and national governments in the establishment and implementation of the right to water;

· To share experiences on modes of implementation of the right to water in developing and developed countries and in rural and urban areas.

PROGRAMME 

Sunday 19TH March 2006 from 16.45 to 18.45

PART I

	16.45 – 17.05 
	Presentation
· General Context of the Right to Water
Loïc FAUCHON (President of World Water Council)  
· Main challenges of the Right to Water – Different meanings
Presentation of the study, partners and process
Bertrand CHARRIER (Vice President Green Cross International)
· Presentation of the report: “The Right to Water: From Concept to Implementation”
Paul VAN HOFWEGEN (Programme coordinator, World Water Council)
Henri SMETS (Advisor, French Water Academy)

	17.05 – 17.25 
	Legislation and Policy approach – Case studies

· Rights-based approach to water
Houria TAZI SADEQ (President of ALMAE)  
· South Africa Case
Barbara SCHREINER (Deputy Director-General, DWAF)
· Uruguay Case
Adriana C. BLANCO (Green Cross Uruguay) 
· Belgium Case
Philippe BOURY (Deputy Director-General, Walloon water Society)

	17.25 – 17.40
	Debate between experts and participants


PART II

	17.40 – 17.55 
	Accountability mechanisms approach – Case studies
· Effectivity of General Comment n°15 on the Right to Water 
Ashfaq KHALFAN (Coordinator, Right to Water, COHRE)  
· Argentina Case (Right and conflict, Court case)
Marisa ARIENZA (Green Cross Argentina)
· Hungary Case 
Eszter SOMOGYI (Research Assistant, Metropolitan Research Institute, Hungary)

	17.55 – 18.05
	Debate between experts and participants

	18.05 – 18.20
	Community advocacy and implementation approach – Case studies
· Importance of participation / Bottom-up approach 
Raymond JOST (Secretary General of International Secretariat of Water)  
· Ukraine Case 
Anna TSVETKOVA (MAMA-86)
· Morocco Case 
Dr Majida Zahraoui (ALMAE) 

	18.20 – 18.35
	Debate between experts and participants

	18.35 – 18.45
	Concluding Remarks
Guy CARCASSONNE (Professor of Public Law, France)

Sunita NARAIN (Director, Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi)


First Remarks:


Pascal Bertaud, Directeur de l’eau du Ministère de l’Ecologie et du Développement Durable

Alberto Usobiaga, Aquafed, Mexico
 

Venue : Banamex Center


  (Room Valparaiso n°1)

Av. del Conscripto 311

Mexico City 

Languages:  French, English, Spanish
Contact person:
Bertrand CHARRIER (Green Cross) 

E-mail: bertrand.charrier@gci.ch
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