English translation of President Ciampi's letter to Chairman Gorbachev

Dear President,

In response to your kind letter of September 20, I wish to extend you my best wishes for a swift recovery.

Replying to the issues you raised on Green Cross' activities, I hereby confirm Italy's undertaking at the Kananaskis 2002 G8 summit on the reduction of MDW representing a threat to the Russian population. Italy has ratified last July the bilateral agreement on the assistance program to dismantle russian nuclear submarines. Italy will also contribute to the Prochep plant for the destruction of chemical weapons in the frame of the Agreement signed in November 2003.

I can assure you that your request for Italy's support for the '' Heritage of the Cold War '' will be carefully examined with the objective to monitor effectively the influence of the destruction of chemical weapons on the well being of the russian population living in the vicinity of the area where the Prochep plant is going to be built.

Italy also shares the motivations and objectives inspiring the proposal for an International Convention to codify the right for water.

This purposeful initiative fully corresponds to Italy's involvement in the environmental and water issues, confirmed by Italy's role in the '' European Water Initiative '', the financing of hundred projects related to water ( for a total of about 300 million euros ), the recent registration to the World Water Council and the forthcoming participation to the World Water Forum scheduled in Mexico in 2006.

Finally, the Foreign Ministry will as soon as possible and directly provide  Green Cross International with the information regarding the department which is going to be in charge with the cooperation with your Organization.
